
South-Central Kentucky Coalition on Homelessness

Meeting Minutes

Date:  December 13, 2011

Time:  9:00 AM

Location: ALIVE Center

Attendees: Karen Myers/HOTEL, Inc. (director@hotelincbg.com), Dick Freed/SCKCH 
Chairperson (dickfreed@gmail.com), Leah Ashwill/ALIVE Center 
(leah.ashwill@wku.edu), Jennifer Basham/SCKCH Secretary 
(jbasham@casoky.org), Lynda Love/Lifeskills (llove@lifeskills.com), 
George Patterson/Greenwood Park Church of Christ 
(GEPJRI@insightbb.com), Mike Hall/CASOKY (mhall@casoky.org), Garry 
McKinney/Morgantown Mission (morgantownmission@att.net), Amita 
Sheroa/Coventry Cares of KY (alsheroa@cvty.com), Sarah Arnold/WKU 
Social Work Dept. (sarah.arnold@topper.wku.edu), Ashton Barrow/
Lifeskills (abarrow@lifeskills.com), Brittany Pelly/Lifeskills-PATH 
(bpelly@lifeskills.com), Fr. Michael Nasser/Holy Apostles & Ministerial 
Association (frmichaeln@gmail.com), Rodney Goodman/Warren County 
Habitat for Humanity (rgoodman@hfhbgwc.org)

Agenda Item: Review Minutes of the November 8, 2011 SCKCH Meeting
• Minutes of the November 8 SCKCH Meeting were reviewed and 

approved.

Agenda Item: Review & Evaluation of November 15, 2011 Regional Hunger and 
Homelessness Awareness Forum 

• The group consensus through conversation is that the Forum was 
beneficial, had great turnout from community partners and 
concerned citizens, was well-coordinated, provided a lot of 
feedback from community partners and different perspectives on 
the topic of homelessness, and it would be a good idea for SCKCH 
to consider hosting similar forums at least annually, maybe twice 
per year with a focus on what the Coalition has accomplished over 
the course of the year and more detailed information on what 
others can do to help. The option and benefits of developing task 
or focus groups at the conclusion of the next forum was also 
discussed.

• The group identified the following areas of improvement to 
consider when planning for the next forum:

o The publicity/invitation for the event was vague regarding 
the purpose/goals of the forum.

o It would have been beneficial to provide the audience with a 
verbal overview of existing resources to meet the needs of 
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the homeless in our community rather than just having 
handouts about these resources available.

o Contact information for SCKCH board members, the 
Coalition website, etc. should be included on all printed 
materials to ensure interested parties are easily able to 
contact the Coalition as needed.

o In the future, it would be helpful to have e-vites and 
reminder emails about the forum sent out in greater 
advance of the time the event is scheduled.

o There needed to be a representative from the faith based 
community on the panel to participate in the discussion, 
especially since independent churches have more flexibility 
and less restrictions on how their monies are spent 
compared to organizations that receive federal and state 
grant funds.

Agenda Item: Review of Ongoing Projects

• Capt. Baker created a SCKCH website and the link to the Coalition website 
can be found on the Warren County Jail website, or by going directly to 
http://www.warrencountyjail.com/South-Central-Kentucky-Coalition-
on-Homelessness.html. More information regarding the Coalition’s 
efforts, community partners and available resources, and updated 
information about the topic of homelessness should be added to the 
Coalition’s website routinely to build a useful online resources for our 
region.

• WKU Social Work Student Sarah Arnold agreed to create a Facebook page 
for SCKCH. She also agreed to follow-up with Dr. Jay Gabbard regarding 
his homeless research, needs assessment and service gaps analysis 
findings. Thank you, Sarah!!

• The Coalition needs to contact Bowling Green Daily News and request 
being added to the list of community meetings and support groups which 
appears in each Sunday edition of the paper in an effort to increase public 
awareness and participation in SCKCH meetings.

• There are various statewide groups focused on addressing the needs of 
homeless individuals such as the Kentucky Interagency Council, Kentucky 
Housing Corporation, etc. which SCKCH could benefit from linking with to 
maximize limited resources.

• The Coalition needs to bring people from Kentucky Housing Corporation, 
HUD, Cabinet for Health and Family Services, Veterans Administration and 
the Department of Agriculture to present about their services and 
eligibility requirements at future Coalition meetings.

Agenda Item: Setting Goals & Priorities for the Future
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• The group reviewed and discussed short, mid and long term goals for the 
Coalition in 2012 with regard to the three primary goals/objectives as 
stated in the SCKCH Memorandum of Understanding (1. Connecting 
groups serving homeless populations and homeless populations with 
available services; 2. Helping the community coordinate efforts to serve 
homeless populations; and 3. Resourcing the community with 
information, experiences and relationships to enhance efforts to serve 
homeless populations). These identified short, mid and long term goals 
for each SCKCH objective will be reviewed and adapted as deemed 
appropriate by the Coalition at upcoming SCKCH meetings.

Miscellaneous Items of Business:

• Mr. Garry McKinney announced the Butler County Mission is newly 
formed this year and is providing assistance to homeless individuals 
such as assistance applying for low-income housing, rent/utility 
deposits, etc. They are not currently providing homeless shelter 
services.

• Kentucky Unemployment Bridge Program assists with paying the 
mortgages on homes in foreclosure for individuals who have 
experienced lost or reduced income. Eligibility criteria and 
application materials can be found at www.ky.housing.gov.

• Lifeskills received their PATH program funding via SAMSHA.

• The group discussed ongoing consideration of the Coalition’s role in 
advocating for and/or assisting with the development of a “one stop 
shop” service delivery model in our region, consisting of multiple 
agencies providing services under one roof (such as the Career Link 
model in Pennsylvania, staffed through a partnership with Volunteers 
in America representatives). Lynda Love reported to the group that 
the Tomorrow Center was previously developed/created in Bowling 
Green with the goal of creating a “one stop shop.” Lynda stated 
community partners such as Lifeskills, BRASS, Matthew 25, etc. 
participated in the Tomorrow Center, but the cost to lease the 
building proved to be a barrier to the maintenance and ongoing 
development of the Tomorrow Center.

Next Meeting: Tuesday, January 10 at 9:00 AM, ALIVE Center


